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Potential Impacts of Tongue River Railroad 

To Trust Lands 

1. Access to general recreational use (Hunting, Fishing and Trapping). Public access to cross the 
railroad right of way on trust land should not be impeded.  

2. Placement of grade crossings and cattle passes should be decided upon by land office staff and 
surface lessees. Grade crossings should be suitable to handle large agricultural and heavy 
equipment.  

3. Future access potential to mineral resources Oil, Gas, Coal, Aggregate 
4. Impacts to long term revenue production in agriculture and grazing. 
5. Reimbursement or replacement of surface lessee’s improvements and livestock which may be 

damaged by the construction and operation of the line.  
6. Impacts to wildlife migration and habitats. 
7. Impacts to surface lessee grazing rotation and water developments (Pastures being split by 

railroad right of way) 
8. Impacts to potential future real estate development. 
9. Impacts to endangered, threatened and sensitive species.  
10. Potential impacts to health and human safety. 
11. Fencing of right of ways (standards and protocol). 
12. Reclamation upon termination of the line use. 
13. Impacts to fragile soils that may exist on trust lands. 
14. Impacts to wetlands and perennial and ephemeral/intermittent streams 
15. Erosion control methods. 
16. Fugitive dust control during construction and operation. 
17. A noxious weed management plan should be instituted with affected county weed districts. 
18. Potential impacts of wildfires caused by use of the line and responsibility of the operator.  
19. Impacts to existing and future utilities underground and overhead.  
20. Location of potential rail siding locations on trust lands.  
21. Impacts to trust land timber resources (Removal during construction and future access to 

resources) 
22. Potential for ability to utilize the line for future transportation of natural resources such as 

timber, oil, small grains, pulse crops, gravel aggregates, livestock. Possibilities and potential 
economic impact 

23. Potential for increased revenue to the school trust through purchase of easements, land use 
licenses and coal production.  
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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 30186 0
  Name of Sender: Nina Hiatt Date Received: 01/14/2013
  Group: Date of Letter: 01/14/2013

Submitter's Comments
Docket No. FD 30186
Attention: Mr. Ken Blodgett

Dear Mr. Blodgett:

The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:

Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public convenience and necessity,” and the Tongue
River Railroad Company should not get the power of eminent domain and condemnation for a railroad that does not serve the
public interest. This railroad would serve only one huge coal company, Arch Coal, and its customers in China and other
Asian countries. None of the coal would benefit U.S. utility customers or the U.S. public interest.
Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringe on property rights. The proposed railroad would
cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront property), make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river, and could shift the liability for accidents and livestock
losses at train crossings to landowners.
Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk and mule deer populations as well as
upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad and the coal strip mine it would serve would seriously degrade this
excellent outdoor resource.
Flooding: The railroad bed would act as an earthen dam and could worsen the flooding problems that can occur in the area in
winter with ice jams.
Noise: The loud trains would ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas.
Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents of communities along the rail  lines as the coal heads to coastal ports
for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially, causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The
only way to live with this increased traffic would require expensive overpasses and safety crossing, which are paid for
primarily by local taxpayers.
The Surface Transportation Board should determine what safety and railroad traffic improvements would be needed if 40
million tons or more of coal are shipped from the proposed Otter Creek mine, along the proposed railroad, and through
Montana and on to west coast ports -- and how much, if any of these costs would and should be borne by taxpayers, and
how much by the railroad and its overseas customers.
The Tongue River Railroad would allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in dirty Chinese plants and will fuel
intolerable, decades-long increases in carbon dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far
beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas
by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
Sincerely, 

Nina Hiatt
55 Alder Ct
Battlement Mesa, Co 81635
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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 30186 0
  Name of Sender: Sheila Berry Date Received: 01/14/2013
  Group: Date of Letter: 01/14/2013

Submitter's Comments
Docket No. FD 30186
Attention of: Mr. Ken Blodgett

The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:
•Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public convenience and necessity” which is what is
required in order for a body to get the power of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only
one coal company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian countries.
•Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property rights. This railroad will cause
fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, will split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
•Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk and mule deer populations as well as
upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent
sportsman resource.
•Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding problems now experienced in
Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
•Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles City.
•Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail  lines as the coal heads to coastal ports for
shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only
way to live with this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by
local taxpayers.

The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in dirty Chinese plants and will fuel
intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far
beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas
by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.

You also can post a letter to:

Mr. Ken Blodgett
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001
Note environmental filing: Docket No. FD 30186 in your letter.
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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 30186 0
  Name of Sender: Meri Olmstead Date Received: 01/14/2013
  Group: Date of Letter: 01/14/2013

Submitter's Comments
Docket No. FD 30186
Attention: Mr. Ken Blodgett

Dear Mr. Blodgett:

The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:

Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public convenience and necessity,” and the Tongue
River Railroad Company should not get the power of eminent domain and condemnation for a railroad that does not serve the
public interest. This railroad would serve only one huge coal company, Arch Coal, and its customers in China and other
Asian countries. None of the coal would benefit U.S. utility customers or the U.S. public interest.

Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringe on property rights. The proposed railroad would
cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront property), make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river, and could shift the liability for accidents and livestock
losses at train crossings to landowners.

Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk and mule deer populations as well as
upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad and the coal strip mine it would serve would seriously degrade this
excellent outdoor resource.

Flooding: The railroad bed would act as an earthen dam and could worsen the flooding problems that can occur in the area in
winter with ice jams.

Noise: The loud trains would ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas.

Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents of communities along the rail  lines as the coal heads to coastal ports
for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially, causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The
only way to live with this increased traffic would require expensive overpasses and safety crossing, which are paid for
primarily by local taxpayers.

The Surface Transportation Board should determine what safety and railroad traffic improvements would be needed if 40
million tons or more of coal are shipped from the proposed Otter Creek mine, along the proposed railroad, and through
Montana and on to west coast ports -- and how much, if any of these costs would and should be borne by taxpayers, and
how much by the railroad and its overseas customers.

The Tongue River Railroad would allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in dirty Chinese plants and will fuel
intolerable, decades-long increases in carbon dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far
beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas
by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.

Meri Olmstead
2606 N 4th Street
La Grande, Oregon 97850
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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 30186 0
  Name of Sender: Claudia Narcisco Date Received: 01/14/2013
  Group: Date of Letter: 01/14/2013

Submitter's Comments
Docket No. FD 30186
Attention: Mr. Ken Blodgett

Dear Mr. Blodgett:

The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:

Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public convenience and necessity,” and the Tongue
River Railroad Company should not get the power of eminent domain and condemnation for a railroad that does not serve the
public interest. This railroad would serve only one huge coal company, Arch Coal, and its customers in China and other
Asian countries. None of the coal would benefit U.S. utility customers or the U.S. public interest.
Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringe on property rights. The proposed railroad would
cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront property), make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river, and could shift the liability for accidents and livestock
losses at train crossings to landowners.
Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk and mule deer populations as well as
upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad and the coal strip mine it would serve would seriously degrade this
excellent outdoor resource.
Flooding: The railroad bed would act as an earthen dam and could worsen the flooding problems that can occur in the area in
winter with ice jams.
Noise: The loud trains would ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas.
Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents of communities along the rail  lines as the coal heads to coastal ports
for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially, causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The
only way to live with this increased traffic would require expensive overpasses and safety crossing, which are paid for
primarily by local taxpayers.
The Surface Transportation Board should determine what safety and railroad traffic improvements would be needed if 40
million tons or more of coal are shipped from the proposed Otter Creek mine, along the proposed railroad, and through
Montana and on to west coast ports -- and how much, if any of these costs would and should be borne by taxpayers, and
how much by the railroad and its overseas customers.
The Tongue River Railroad would allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in dirty Chinese plants and will fuel
intolerable, decades-long increases in carbon dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far
beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas
by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
Granting eminent domain is not consistent with the long held standard that a grant of eminent domaine be in the public
interest and thus would lower the standard of this time honored law and practice. TRR is nothing more than a private coal
conveyor belt destined for export and would only benefit the mine and railroad company. It is not in the interest of the people
of Montana and would not benefit the public interest in any real way. 
Sincerely, 

Claudia Narcisco
5607 Gharrett Ave
Missoula, MT 59803
City, State, Zip
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The forty-two (42) exhibits cited in the comment above are available for public viewing at the Surface 
Transportation Board office located at the address below: 

 

Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E. Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 
 
 
Requests for copies can be submitted in writing to the attention of Joshua Wayland. 
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